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addition, waste-disposal contractors may impose specific requirements.
The laboratory waste manager must be aware of the many levels of
constraint that apply to the laboratory operation.

The waste management organization is responsible for setting up,
maintaining, and inspecting waste accumulation sites, for disposal of
waste, for providing advice on special disposal problems, and for training
and refresher sessions for personnel.

Laboratory personnel, who are the generators of waste, must have
general knowledge of the hazard characteristics of their waste and are
in the best position to identify any of their chemicals that might pose
unusual hazards. They are responsible for putting waste in the proper
containers in accumulation sites. They must provide the information
needed for proper maintenance of these sites and for recordkeeping
purposes.

Laboratory supervisors must monitor laboratory operations and waste-
accumulation sites to check on proper performance under the plan.

The responsibilities of stockroom personnel will depend on the size
and complexity of the laboratory. Their activities may include putting
dating labels on chemicals whose use is time-limited after opening, mon-
itoring stocks of such chemicals, and operating an exchange clearing-
house for unneeded chemicals (see Chapter 4).

Even though these responsibilities in the operation of the waste man-
agement system are spelled out in the plan, they should be reinforced
by training and refresher sessions. These should be set up and run by
the waste management organization. Their frequency should be deter-
mined by the number and types of problems encountered in the oper-
ation of the system; by changes in regulations or in the nature of the
laboratory operation; and, for new workers, by the rate of turnover of
laboratory personnel.

V.    REDUCTION OF VOLUME OF WASTE

Policies and practices directed toward reducing the volume of waste
generated in the laboratory and toward avoiding special disposal prob-
lems should be integral parts of the waste management plan. Some
examples are given in the following sections.

A.   PLANNING EXPERIMENTS

The planning of every experiment should include consideration of the
disposal of leftover starting materials and of the products and by-prod-